
IT’S NOT EASY BEING JESUS 

13 Pentecost – A September 3. 2017     Matthew 16:21-28  

 

In a little more than a few minutes, “the rock” became “the block.”  Peter “got it” about who 

Jesus was. He confessed: “You are the Messiah, the son of the Living God.”  Jesus commended 

Simon Peter; then told him and the others that they needed to keep this information “under 

wraps.” Romans still occupied the land; and the kind of fear of kingly power, that had Herod 

killing young male babies nearly thirty years ago, was still there. Jesus was being watched as a 

threat, and we can be pretty sure there were plenty of rumors and accounts about Jesus that 

reached the higher-ups.  

Like John the Baptist before him, Jesus had followers. Some of these followers had, in fact, 

followed John. To the authorities (both the Romans and the local religious authorities) Jesus had 

charisma, he had a following, and he was dangerous.  People who called him “Messiah” believed 

he would fulfill the Messiah’s destiny and deliver them from their occupiers. But deliverance is 

messy stuff—especially if it involves force, a coup, some way of overthrowing the occupiers. 

And beyond that, what kind of peace would there be, and how long would it last until some new, 

better-equipped army conquered them again? 

Jesus came not to deliver by conquering the enemy, but rather to free his people (the “chosen 

people” as well as those whom Jesus would later choose) from being conquered from within.  

Yes, there were forces outside of them for which they had no control. But the enemy from within 

chips away at our confidence, our sense of self-worth, our respect, and our trust. The enemy from 

within shakes us at our very foundations, causing us to question if we will ever have enough, if 

we will ever be enough, and if we will ever do enough. That is The Tempter.  And temptation 

even seized Simon Peter that day when he became convinced (and tried to convince Jesus) that 

there had to be a better way than the way of the cross and suffering.  

The Messiah shouldn’t have to suffer, Peter reasons.  The Messiah shouldn’t have to be 

vulnerable or weak, because there is strength in power.  And power comes with the title, right?  

Look around. Does a title guarantee power? Does a title prevent us from suffering and pain? 

Does a title inoculate us against temptation and brokenness?  I claim a number of titles (husband, 

father, pastor, grandpa, etc.), but no title can cushion me against vulnerability, hurt feelings, 

sadness, anger, or disappointment.  

Throughout our lives, we’ll be tempted to take the easy way out of challenges.  Of course, what 

looks easy and tempting (like avoidance) is just a tactic to delay confronting the issue or the 

challenge.  And nobody was more aware of that than Jesus, who knew that only in vulnerability 

and determination would the strength of God be revealed. 

Pastor David Lose writes: “It isn’t surprising, when you stop to think about it, that Jesus was killed. 

From the moment of his birth, he is such a threat to the rule of force and violence that Herod is 

willing to slaughter all children under the age of two in the hope of destroying him. 

“No, it’s no surprise that Jesus was killed. What’s surprising is that God raised Jesus from the dead. 

Resurrection reinforces – indeed, establishes – that Jesus’ life, love, and sacrifice are ultimately 

what will prevail. It’s hard to imagine, I know, in light of the how prevalent force and violence seem 

in the world. But it is just what Jesus invites us to: lives shaped by love and forgiveness and actions 

shaped by compassion and hope.”  [In the Meantime, Aug. 28, 2017, www.davidlose.net] 
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We can’t blame Peter for wanting to keep Jesus from the path of suffering, for Jesus’ sake as 

well as his own.  But it’s a lot easier for us, at this side of the cross and the tomb, to say “Of 

course Jesus knew what he was doing. Of course he chose the path he needed to choose.” Peter 

and the others could not possibility realize what “on the third day [the Son of Man would] be 

raised” meant. They couldn’t fathom that suffering and death would not have the last word.   

Because the forces of evil and the Tempter himself will not and cannot have the last word, we 

can take Jesus’ invitation to live rather than hide out. To serve rather than cower. To act rather 

than be paralyzed by fear.  There might be some work involved, and vulnerability revealed; but 

being Christ to others is neither passive nor disconnected, but requires work. Yet that work is a 

labor of love.  

Good News comes to us because Jesus was given the last word. Because that last word is our 

promise, we are free to live!  We go forth from this place, perhaps even making the sign of the 

cross, to remember: Our lives have been shaped by love and forgiveness [vertical]; and our 

actions shaped by compassion and hope [horizontal]. Loved and forgiven, we have been made 

free to set our neighbors free as we treat them with compassion and hope. Amen. 
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